Shahla Wagar Lesson 2.2 
04/08/2024 


Unit: Prairies Alive! (RAZ Kids Online Book) Topic: Comparison 
Lesson: 2 of 3 


Learning Standards 

05.L.03.A, Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and 
style. 

05.L.04.A, Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

05.L.04.C, Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of keywords and 
phrases. 


05.RI.05, Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 


Materials 


e Book - Prairies Alive! (copy for each student) pg. 3-13. 
file:///C:/Users/SWagar/Downloads/Book%20-%20Prairies 
%20Alive.pdf 

Chalkboard or dry erase board 

World map 

Index Cards 

KWLS worksheet 

Compare and Contrast Worksheet 

Projector 

Discussion cards file:///C:/Users/SWagqar/Downloads/disscusion 
%20cards.pdf 


Opening Task: 


1. How do we compare and contrast different objects? 


2. Identify details of different types of grasslands in North America. 
Motivation: 

Who has seen different types of grasslands? 

What are prairies? 

How can we differentiate different things? 


Play “American Prairie Profiled by National Geographic” Video 
https://youtu.be/KitxeFugOro?feature=shared 


Name different animals that live in prairies. 
Aim: How do we compare different animals using a Venn diagram? 


Instructional Objectives 


S.W.B.A.T 
e Identify details to compare different grasslands. 
e Recognize details of different types of grasslands. 
e Write details of comparing plants and animals using a Venn Diagram. 


Presentation: 
Student Activity - Think-Pair-Share 


Instructions - Give discussion cards about the book. Ask students to 
read the information and describe it. Then pass the pictures of 
animals and plants from prairies and talk about them. 


Q. What are the grasslands around the world? 


e Grasslands are grassy areas surrounded by green, golden, yellow, 
brown, reddish grass and multicolor flowers. Which is the home of 
thousands of species of plants and animals. 

e Grasslands in South America are called pampas, in Asia are called 
steppes, in South Africa called veld, and in South America called 
prairie. 


Q. How many types of grassland does North America have? 


e The grassland in North America is called prairie. 
e There are types of grassland in North America. 


Q. Name different plants and animals from the prairie. 


e Pictures and photographs will be shown of different animals and 
plants from the prairies. 

e For example, in plants; big bluestem, little bluestem, side oats grama, 
buffalo grass, blazing star, wild indigo, etc. 

e For example, in animals; Jackrabbits, foxes, coyotes, grouse, bull 
snakes, prairie dogs, hawks, and pronghorn antelopes, etc. 


Q. How can we compare different objects? 
We can identify different objects by how alike and different they are. 


e Model how to compare. 

e Think-aloud: After looking at the photographs in this book and reading 
the table of contents, I know we will be reading about both plants and 
animals of the prairies. I know that plants and animals can share 
similarities and differences. They are both living things that require 


water to survive. However, most animals can explore their 
surroundings while most plants remain stationary. 

e As students read along with the teacher, from pg.14-23 encourage 
them to use other reading strategies in addition to the targeted 
strategy presented in this section. 

e Ask students to underline the vocabulary words while reading. 

e Content vocabulary: 

Story Critical: drought (n.), ecosystem (n.), interactions (n.), 
mammal (n.), rodents (n.), species (n.) 

Enrichment: bacteria (n.), Burrows (n.), carnivores (n.), forage (n.), 
fungi (n.), grazing (v.), herbivores (n.), nutrients (n.) 


Q. How can we identify similarities and differences? 


e Model how to compare information using a Venn diagram. Draw a 
Venn diagram on the board. Label the left circle Plants and the 
right circle Animals. Explain that information telling how plants 
and animals are similar is written where both circles overlap. 
Information that is only true of plants is written on the left side of 
the left circle. Information that is only true of animals is written on 
the right side of the right circle. 

e Invite students to identify other similarities and differences 
between plants and animals. Write this information on the Venn 
diagram. 

Summary: 


1. What are the grasslands around the world called? 

A. Different types of grasslands are found all around the world except 
Antarctica. For example, Prairies in North America, Pampas in 
South America, Velds in South Africa, and Steppes in Asia. 

2. What are prairies? 

A. The grassland in North America is called prairie. There are three 
types of prairies in North America: tall grass, mixed grass, and 
short grass prairies. 

3. Name different animals in the Prairies. 
Jackrabbits, foxes, coyotes, grouse, bull snakes, prairie dogs, hawks, 
and pronghorn antelopes, etc. 

4. Compare different animals in prairies. 
A. List their similarities and differences from the book. 


Immediate application: 


Students will complete the Compare and Contrast worksheet as a whole 
group with the help of a teacher. 


Use the Venn diagram to compare two animals found on prairies. 


Extension Activity OR Homework: 


Listen, read, and take a quiz on an assigned book using your account 
information on the following link. 


https://www.razplus.com/search/#! 
#doSearch=Search&searchTerms=prairies%20alive 
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Instructions: Use the Venn diagram to compare and contrast two animals found on prairies. 
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Technology Integrated Teacher Reflection 


Consideration for technology integration: | consider the technology needs of 
my students and the available resources when planning lessons. On RAZ Kids 
each of my students has their account with their username and password, 
which keeps their secrecy of work and progress. Therefore, they can not only 
log in to the school but also at home they can access the assigned book and 
complete their homework or any unfinished classwork at home easily. They 
can listen, read, and take a quiz on an assigned book at their own pace. | 
also use topic-related videos available on the YouTube channel. That leaves a 
great impact on students learning. 


Cost analysis: My school district has purchased an annual subscription to RAZ 
Kids. There are thousands of colorful pictorial books on it. There are grade- 
wise, level-wise, and skills-wise books available. They are very cost-effective 
for the usage of technology tools and resources such as printable PDF 
worksheets, activities, and books, as well as they can be projected on the 
projector, which can be used in the lesson and have a great impact on 
students’ learning. YouTube videos are free of cost and have a wide range of 
variety to teach any topic to our ELLs. 


Success and challenges: When | assign any book to my students, | can 
monitor their progress online, such as how much time they have spent on 
reading, listening, or taking quizzes. How they did on their quiz, score, 
percentage, etc. | can also monitor what reading level they are, what skills 
they have learned so far, and what skills they need to learn and practice 
more, and I can assign the level-wise book later in future lessons. 


Future improvement: After monitoring and assessing my students by 
assigned books. | prefer using their level-wise books and assignments. | also 
consider NJSL standards whenever planning lessons for my ELLs because we 
aim to have them succeed in all four domains of listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing to pass the WIDA ACCESS Testing and be able to join the ELA as a 
regular student. 


